Application No.: 10/677,228 

REMARKS 

Claims 2-4, and 6 were pending at the time of the last Office Action. In this Amendment, 
claims 4 and 6 have been cancelled. Claims 2-3 are currently active for examination both of 
which are independent. Favorable reconsideration of the application in light of the following 
comments is respectfully solicited. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2-3 were indicated as being allowable over the prior art of record. Applicants 
would like to thank the Examiner for so indicating. 

The Office Action included a Statement of Reasons for Allowance. Although Applicants 
agree that the claims are patentable over the art, entry of the Statement into the record should not 
necessarily be construed as any agreement with or acquiescence by Applicants in the particular 
reasoning set forth in the Statement, particularly to the extent if any that the wording used in the 
Statement may differ from the actual claim language and/or the otherwise proper interpretation 
of the claim language in view of the specification and prosecution history. 

Rejections of Claims Under 35 U.S.C. S 103 

Claims 4 and 6 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kudo 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,802,068, hereinafter "Kudo") in view of Klausberger et al. (U.S. Patent No. 
7,280,741, hereinafter "Klausberger"). In this Amendment, claims 4 and 6 have been cancelled. 
Therefore, this rejection is moot. 
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Application No.: 10/677,228 
Conclusion 

Upon entry of the above claim amendments, claims 2-3 remain active in this application. 
Applicants submit that all of the claims are in condition for allowance. Accordingly, this case 
should now be ready to pass to issue; and Applicants respectfully request a prompt favorable 
reconsideration of this matter. 

To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 is 
hereby made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, 
including extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 500417 and please credit any excess fees to 
such deposit account. 



Respectfully submitted, 




XP 



600 13 th Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005-3096 
Phone: 202.756.8000 SAB:TT:lcb 
Facsimile: 202.756.8087 
Date: May 20, 2008 



Please recognize our Customer No. 20277 
as our correspondence address. 
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